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1. Applicant's election of Group II, filed on 6/7/05, is 
hereby acknowledged. Claims 1-14, as now amended, are seen to 
read on the elected embodiment. New claims 15-27 are hereby 
withdrawn from consideration, however, as being directed to a 
different invention. Applicant should note that claims 1-14 are 
directed to a subcombination (input buffer) , whereas claim 15-27 
are directed to a combination of the buffer with an A/D 
converter (claim 15 is an evidence claim) . 

2. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

It is misdescriptive, and thus indefinite, to recite that 
the switch module selects one of the transistor switches. As 
clearly shown in the instant drawings, it is some external 
(unillustrated) control circuitry that provides on/off signals 
to the switches SW3, SW4, etc in order to select one or more of 
the transistors Mpl, Mp2, etc. 

As a minor point, in claim 10, ''the transistor" on line 8 
lacks antecedent basis. 
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3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the siibject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said sxibject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over applicant's admitted prior art (AAPA) Fig. 2 
in view of Nicholson et al. 

The AAPA Fig. 2 of the instant application shows an input 
buffer having all of the claimed features, except for the 
limitation of plural transistors in parallel, and the selection 
of one or more transistors in accordance with a code. Such 
would have been obvious, however, to those having ordinary skill 
in the art in view of Nicholson et al who teaches the use of 
parallel -connected FETs and selection switches which select one 
or more transistors in accordance with a code. The motivation 
for replacing applicant's elements Rs and Mp in instant Fig. 2 
with the variable resistor arrangement of Nicholson et al is 
simply to allow variability of the resistor (it is old and well- 
known in the art that it is advantageous to have a variable 
resistor as opposed to a fixed resistor) . Such would allow a 
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circuit designer to adjust the RC product ''on the fly" without 
having to replace the resistor and FET of instant Fig. 2. 

As to the limitation that the input buffer is within an 
AFE device of an LCD controller, and the A/D converter, it is 
noted' that this is also admitted in applicant ' s background 
discussion as already known in the art as well. 

As to the recitation of a thermometer code, this is also 
taught by Nicholson et al as a known means for selecting the one 
or more transistors (see Fig. 3) . 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Kenneth 
B. Wells whose telephone number is (571)272-1757. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30am to 
5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Timothy P. Callahan, 
can be reached at (571)272-1740. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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Primary Examiner 
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